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and deserve. The more people under-
stand this, the sooner we are likely to
get the changes we need in the political
process to get us back on course.

This budget may be a sham and a
fraud, but it contains dangerous ele-
ments that will affect every family in
America. We can and should do better.

———

CELEBRATING THE PUBLIC SERV-
ICE OF THE HONORABLE THOM-
AS HOWARD KEAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. LANCE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the distinguished
public service of the Honorable Thomas
Howard Kean, 48th Governor of New
Jersey, who will become 80 years old
next month. Governor Kean is one of
the most respected statesmen in the
country due to his tremendous con-
tributions to the civic life of New Jer-
sey and of the Nation.

Governor Kean was born on April 21,
1935, in New York City, to Elizabeth
Stuyvesant Howard and Robert Win-
throp Kean. His father served for 20
years in the House of Representatives
and became the ranking member on the
Ways and Means Committee. His
grandfather, Hamilton Fish Kean, was
United States Senator from New Jer-
sey. Historians can trace his family’s
long and proud history of public service
to William Livingston, signer of the
United States Constitution and the
first Governor of New Jersey. Governor
Kean was graduated from Princeton
University in 1957, and after military
service returned to Livingston, New
Jersey, named for his ancestor.

Governor Kean started his own ca-
reer in public office with election to
the New Jersey General Assembly in
1967. Known as a thoughtful and dili-
gent legislator, he was elected to lead
the chamber in 1972, when he became
the youngest speaker of the general as-
sembly in New Jersey history. Gov-
ernor Kean’s two successful campaigns
for Governor of New Jersey were each
of historical significance: in 1981, his
election marked the closest margin of
victory in State history, while his 1985
reelection was the largest margin of
victory ever recorded in a guber-
natorial race in our State.

Mr. Speaker, New Jersey saw signifi-
cant improvements to public edu-
cation, environmental protection, ac-
cess to high-quality health care, and
stable taxing and spending policies dur-
ing the Kean governorship. His most
defining legacy was his record of inclu-
sive public engagement that facilitated
progress, compromise, and the ad-
vancement of the best interests of New
Jersey. Following his time in Trenton,
Governor Kean served for 15 years as
president of Drew University in Madi-
son, New Jersey, where applications,
the physical structure, and the endow-
ment increased dramatically.

In the aftermath of the terrorist at-
tacks of September 11, 2001, President
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Bush turned to Governor Kean and
former Indiana Congressman Lee Ham-
ilton to chair the National Commission
on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United
States. The two chairs led an exhaus-
tive review of the intelligence, home-
land security, and governmental re-
sponse before and after the acts of ter-
ror perpetrated against this country.
The 9/11 Commission’s work and leader-
ship drew bipartisan acclaim and re-
sulted in major reforms to improve our
Nation’s security preparedness. The
United States is safer today thanks to
the tremendous work of Governor Kean
and his colleagues.

I had the honor to serve as an assist-
ant counsel to Governor Kean in Tren-
ton and am honored now to call him a
constituent in the congressional dis-
trict I serve. I have learned continually
from Governor Kean, whether through
observation or instruction, and I am
among the many New Jerseyans who
consider him a mentor.

Governor Kean is a wonderful son and
brother, husband, father and grand-
father, educator, leader, colleague, and
friend. He and his wife, the former
Deborah Bye of Wilmington, Delaware,
have raised three fine children, twin
sons, Thomas and Reed, and daughter,
Alexandra. His son, Thomas H. Kean,
Jr., is my successor as minority leader
in the New Jersey State Senate.

On his 80th birthday, I congratulate
Governor Thomas H. Kean and wish
him many years ahead of good health
and happiness. The United States of
America owes him a significant debt of
gratitude for all that he has done in
service to the Nation.
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REPUBLICAN FISCAL YEAR 2016
BUDGET RESOLUTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Alabama (Ms. SEWELL) for 5 minutes.

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, today, I rise against the Republican
fiscal year 2016 budget resolution. This
budget proposal would reduce critical
economic investments, undermine
growth in our jobs, as well as attempt
to reduce the deficit on the backs of
our students, seniors, low-income fami-
lies, and the American middle class.

The Republican 2016 budget abandons
our students. Our students, overall, are
our country’s future. It abandons our
students by making cuts to college aid,
research, job training, and innovation.
It also abandons our most vulnerable.
It would end Medicare as we know it
and make harmful changes to Med-
icaid, threatening our seniors across
this country.

The 2016 Republican proposal also
threatens low-income families by re-
ducing the food stamp program and by
repealing the Affordable Care Act,
leaving 16.4 million Americans who
now have access to quality, affordable
health care coverage without a viable
option. In my State of Alabama alone,
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over 171,000 Alabamians have selected a
plan and/or were automatically en-
rolled in the ACA—that is over 171,000
Alabamians. These citizens will be
abandoned by the Republican budget
proposal and would not have insurance
for quality health care.

Furthermore, the Republican budget
proposal does nothing to help
incentivize job creation or put Ameri-
cans back to work. We are currently on
a path towards growth and prosperity.

Under President Obama’s leadership,
the economy has added more than 12
million private sector jobs in the last
60 months. The Republican 2016 budget
proposal would reverse those valuable
gains—12 million private sector jobs in
the last 60 months.

Mr. Speaker, it is unfortunate that
instead of putting forth a budget that
would create jobs, balance our budget,
and spur economic growth throughout
our country, we are once again seeing
divisive politics at work. Instead of at-
tempting to balance the budget on the
backs of American families, as this
budget proposal does, we should be
seeking to find a fair and balanced plan
to responsibly reduce our deficit, to
grow our economy, to strengthen our
infrastructure, to spur innovation, and
to create jobs.

As we move forward, it is my hope
that we will pass a 2016 Federal budget
that works for all Americans and
leaves no one behind.

I ask my colleagues to vote ‘“‘no’ on
the Republican 2016 budget resolution.

———

REPUBLICAN BUDGET PROPOSAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, the House Republican
budget proposal released last week will
serve as a strong blueprint to put our
country on a long-term path to fiscal
responsibility and sustainability.

Unlike the President’s proposed
budget, which is the same tax-and-
spend policies that have not worked for
the President or the American people,
the House Republican proposal aims to
balance the budget within 10 years
without ever raising taxes.

Mr. Speaker, yesterday, marked the
fifth anniversary of the Affordable Care
Act being signed into law. Let me be
clear: ObamaCare is certainly not
worth celebrating.

The House majority budget proposal

would repeal ObamaCare in full, in-
cluding the tax increases, erroneous
regulations, and mandates, all while

promoting freedom of choice, afford-

ability, and true patient-centered
health care solutions.
Furthermore, the budget proposal

aims to further ensure a strong na-
tional security, economic competitive-
ness, and an atmosphere that will fos-
ter positive growth throughout Penn-
sylvania and all across the country.
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